Introduction: The Most Expensive Camping Trip
in America

Every year, tens of thousands of Americans walk into an RV dealership, fall in love with a
gleaming motorhome or a cozy travel trailer, and sign paperwork that commits them to a
decade or more of payments on a depreciating asset they don't fully understand. Many of

them will sell within three years — at a loss of BERLNRLIELGRLIN — because they

bought the wrong type, the wrong size, or the wrong deal.

The Travel Decoder has one goal with this guide: make sure that doesn't happen to
the reader.

This is not an anti-RV book. RVing is one of the best ways to travel — the freedom, the
cost savings versus hotels, the ability to bring the kitchen and the bed along. Done right,
an RV pays for itself in experiences. Done wrong, it's the most expensive camping trip in
America.

The difference between right and wrong is almost entirely information. The dealers know
it. Experienced RVers know it. First-time buyers don't — and the industry profits from that
gap. This guide closes it.

What "the $40,000 mistakes" actually are

They're not dramatic catastrophes. They're quiet, ordinary decisions:

* Buying a travel trailer too heavy for the truck (transmission: SR LloacH {08 1[0 88)
* Skipping a professional inspection on a used unit (hidden water damage:

$3,000-$15,000 |]

* Buying new and selling in year two (depreciation loss: BERE Lol BT 8o [0 88)
* Financing for 20 years at dealer-arranged rates (interest overpayment:

$8,000-$25,000 |]

* Discovering the "all-in" monthly cost is triple the payment (storage + insurance +
maintenance)

Every one of these is preventable. Every one is covered in this guide, with the math to
prove it.
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The core promise: Read this guide before signing anything, and the reader will know
more about the real cost and real risks of RV ownership than 90% of first-time buyers —
and more than some of the salespeople showing them around the lot.
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